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retained, than the former bad cal- 
culated on, and appearances do not 
yet render sanguine hopes of ulti- 
mate success on the part of the 
British and their allies justifiable, 
or> the principles of probability, 
founded on- rational calculation. 
Ciudad Rodrigo has been taken 
by storm, and Lord Wellington 
gets an addition of ^2000 a- 
ycar, and is. advanced in the 
British peerage to the. rank of 
Earl. He is besides Invested by the 
Spaniards with the title of Duke of 
Ciudad Rodrigo. This advantage 
over the French is vastly over-balan- 
ced by tbe capture of Valencia, in 
whU'U General Blake, and a large 
number of prisoners are taken bv 
Suchet, for which he has obtained 1 
flora his master the title of Duke of 
Albufera, with a large estate an- 
nexed. The fall of Alicant may 
be anticipated. They must be san- 
guine indeed, ami possess not a 
little share of cullibility, who on a 
calm review of these events, still re- 
tain a strong confidence in the wis- 
dom of the councils, which dictated 
the system, which has been pursued 
in the Peninsula. 

It is rumoured, that Bernadotte, 
on the part of Sweden, has made a 
proposal to the British government 
for a truce, that he may offer his. 
mediation IW a general peace, and 
that he has made a similar offer of 
mediation to Bonaparte. In the 
present temper of the times, during 
a triumph of the war- faction, there 
is no room for hope, that such ait 
overture will meet with any suc- 
cess. 

The restrictions on the Prince Re- 
gent have expired. He has disap- 
pointed the hopes of many, by re- 
solving to continue the most of the 
present ministers in office. Lords 
Grey and Grenville on being solicit- 
ed to form a coalition, have, to their 
honour, refused. With a retention of 



men, we are to expect a continuance 
of the old system of measures, and 
of course an opposition to the Catho- 
lic claims ! Alas ! for our country ! 
Princes appear resolved not to be 
instructed, or to take warning from 
the passing events. Tbe princes of 
the houses of Bourbon continued 
their career of folly to the last. The 
friends to peace and stability wish 
most anxiously for a radical reform, 
as best conducive to these purposes. 
They deprecate all violence, and 
desire to see no other force exerted, 
but the force of public opinion. To 
it, if properly and calmly exerted, 
all governments would ultimately 
have to bow. It cau scarcely be re- 
peated too frequently, it is a truth 
incessantly to be inculcated, that a 
virtuous people can only insure a 
virtuous government, as they alone 
deserve it. 



DOCUMENTS. 



To the Gentlemen, Clergy, Freeholders, and 
freemen of the City of Bristol* 
GENTLEMEN, 

A Stranger to the city of Bristol, and 
having scarcely a personal acquaintance 
with any one of its inhabitants, it would 
have been very great presumption in mc 
spontaneously to have offered myself as a 
candidate to represent you in Parliament. 
I had not the vanity to imagine that my 
humble endeavours faithfully to dis- 
charge my duty as a member of the House 
of Commons, would have attracted your 
notice. It has, however, been, repre- 
sented to me by some highly-respectable 
electors of Bristol, that the manner in 
which I have sought to discharge that 
duty, has been looked upon by many of 
you in so favourable, a light, that they 
were desirous that I should be proposed 
to become one of your Representatives. 
By this intimation alone it is that I am 
encouraged to say, that to be returned to 
Parliament by your free and independent 
suffrages, is an honour which I should 
prize more highly than any other that 
could be conferred on me. The very 
circumstance of my being known to you 
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only as I am known t6 all the othqr elec- 
tors of Great Britain, would, in my esti- 
mation, gieatly enhance the value of so 
enviable a distinction, and I should proud- 
ly exult at being able to enter the House 
of Commons with such authority for the 
opinions I have maintained, and the prin- 
ciples on which I have acted, as they 
would derive from your unsolicited and 
honourable choice. 

After saying this, it is hardly necessary 
for me to observe, that 1 am nor about 
immediately to commence a personal can- 
vass for your votes. If my past conduct 
has in your judgment rendered me worthy 
thehighhonourofbeingyour representative, 
his unnecessary for me togo about soliciting 
your suffrages ; and if it has not, I know 
of no ground 6n which I could presume to 
make this request ; for I have ever found, 
that those who are most ready with pro- 
fessions, are most tardy in performance. 
I have the hanour to be, Gentlemen, with 
very great respect, your most obedient 
and faithful servant, 
Lincoln t- Inn, Jan. 17. Samuel Romii.lt. 

To William Hallett, Esa. 

SIR, 

The expected dissolution of Parliament 
leads us to express our earnest wishes to 
have an active independent representative 
in Parliament, for the County of Berks. 
We, as independent Freeholders in the 
neighbourhood of your late residence, 
well knowing your integrity and abilities 
for the situation, are induced, by every 
»2nse of duty, to request the favour of 
you to gratify those wishes, by declaring 
yourself a candidate without delay. In 
that case, you may be assured of the warm 
support of, Sir, 

Your very faithful and obedient servants, 
James White, John Lord, 

F. Heath, John Stephenson, 

J. Prince, Henry Tyler, 

Richard Perrott, Thomas Herbert, 
Richard Wells, John Wicks. 

Faringdon, December, 1, 1811. 

Denfard, January, 25, 1812. 

GENTLEMEN, 

I received an intimation some time ago, 
that a tender of my services at the next 
election for the Comity of Berks, would be 
agreeable to my friends at Faringdon, and 
that they wished it — I replied, that I real- 
ly had not the vanity to suppose 1 could 
succeed, and had no doubt there were 
others better qualified, could they be rou- 
sed to come forward ; besides, having no 



private views to gratify, by being in par- 
liament, I had long resolved never to 
offer myself a candidate either for the 
comity, or for any Borough in it, unless in- 
duced by the solicitation of respectable 
and independent voters. 

Your Letter, Gentlemen, was delivered 
to me last week, at the quarter-sessions 
at Reading, and its contents naturally led 
my mind to a reflection on the conduct I 
pursued during the twenty years that I re- 
sided amongst you. It must . be remem- 
bered by you all, that I was particularly 
tenacious of my game ; that I carried a 
measure which I know some of you great- 
ly disapproved, and that in my capacity 
of a Magistrate and Commissioner of Tax- 
es, my neighbours at times thought me 
rigid ; and having in no one instaHce 
courted popularity by an obsequious con- 
duct towards any one, and being now too 
far removed to show you even common 
attention, I received the expression of 
your wishes and opinion of my integrity, 
with pride and satisfaction — such assur- 
ances from men, whom I know to be in- 
dependent in property, and, what is 
more, in mind, I esteem beyond any dis- 
tinction that wealth could purchase, or 
favour confer. 

To be sent to Parliament by the voice 
of a free people, would be the highest 
gratification that I could receive ; and the 
handsome call you have made upon me, 
will induce me to comply with your wish- 
es, and offer myself upon the dissolution 
of Parliament. But as that event may be 
farther distant than is imagined, any pub- 
lic step taken by me, to ascertain the 
sense of the county, might excite a pre- 
mature ferment, and occasion an unneces- 
sary expense to the present members — ! 
therefore do not think it right to be the 
first . person to make a public canvass be- 
fore the proper period arrives. Men who 
would do their duty to their country, are 
often deterred from becoming candidates, 
by the enormous expenses usually atten- 
dant upon election contests. It may an- 
swer the purpose of those who look for- 
ward to the favour of ministers, and to a 
participation in the public expenditure, 
to incur such expenses; but the man who 
resolves upon every occasion to follow the 
dictates of his own conscience, and to ac- 
cept neither place nor pension, takes 
upon himself a heavy public duty, and 
ought not to pay for it. I shall stand upon 
the latter ground — if I succeed, I will do 
my duty, and will never accept either 
place or pension, or any favour that shall 



